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Why "molecular biologists"

• Molecular biology is increasingly becoming the part 
of almost all domains of classical biology
• Still, most of research is related to human health

• Modern, dynamic, exciting, rewarding,...

• One of the key problems: it is very expensive field 
of science





Molecular biology in Serbia

• Serbia was one of the few countries in the world 
with dedicated molecular biology study direction in 
1970s

• It was a top-notch study programme recognized 
worldwide

• While the study programme remains excellent, the 
main drawback are lab exercises and opportunities 
for practical work
• Consequence: students have excellent and broad 

knowledge, but very little lab experience



Personal experience

• Studied molecular biology in Belgrade
• Diploma in 2002

• Researcher at Institute of Nuclear Sciences, 
Belgrade 2001 - 2006

• Research stays at Michigan State University, USA in 
2004 and 2005
• Magister of science 2005

• Research stay at University of Lübeck, Germany 
2005/6

• F



Serbs attract more Serbs

• Before my stay, the Lab in Lübeck hosted 2 
molecular biologists from Serbia

• Good experience motivated the Lab head to bring 
more students from Serbia, and I was one of them

• After me, there were two Serbian molecular 
biologists visiting the Lab

B. Culjkovic –> A. Djarmati –> M. Guzvic –> A. Rakovic –> V. Dobricic –>... 
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• PhD (2006), followed by Postdoc (2011), followed 
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PostDoc
(PhD at TUM) Vladan Milosevic, MD

PostDoc
(PhD in Italy)
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Others in Regensburg...

• There are/were few other Serbian molecular 
biologists in other Labs in Regensburg

• ... and many many over the years in Munich

• .......



Currently...

• Frequently contacted by students or researchers 
from Serbia
• Students want to do internships

• Researchers wish to collaborate on projects, get 
expertise, or train students

• Visits possible if they obtain own maintenance 
funding

• Research collaboration barely existing
• Incompatible research interests

• Difficulties in obtaining funding for such collaborations



Recent experience....

• Early summer 2019 attempted to apply for joint 
German-Serbian DAAD project

• Paperwork was very complex and time-consuming
• Hardly any German researcher would use his time for 

this



We need

• Money that enables mobility and collaboration
• Travel and maintenance costs

• Basic costs for research projects
• Seed money for obtaining grants from major funding agencies



Conclusions/Perspective

• Serbian molecular biologists are gladly accepted in 
German laboratories
• Both short-term and long-term stays

• Many would return to Serbia

• Many would not leave at all if there would be more 
possibilities to "plug-in" into cutting-edge research


