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CALENDAR

IOS Seminar
Jan Fidrmuc (Université de Lille)

“Education and Health: Quasi­experimental Evidence from
Turkey”

Tue, October 26
14:00 ­ 15:30
Zoom­Meeting

Lunch Seminar
Aleksandr Alekseev (University of Regensburg)

“The Economics of Babysitting a Robot”

Wed, October 27
12:00 ­ 13:30
VG 2.35

Economic and Social History Seminar
Gunnar Take (Regensburg)

“Krisenherd, Kolonie oder Erfolgsgeschichte des Kaiserreichs?
Die Wirtschafts­ und Sozialpolitik in Elsaß­Lothringen”

Wed, October 27
17:15 ­ 19:30
Zoom­Meeting



ABSTRACTS AND FURTHER INFORMATION

IOS Seminar
Jan Fidrmuc (Université de Lille)

“Education and Health: Quasi­experimental Evidence from Turkey”

This paper explores the causal effect of education on health overall, and specifically on mental
wellbeing. To this end, we use a natural experiment, an increase in the compulsory education
from 5 to 8 years in Turkey in 1997, to estimate the endogeneity­robust effect of education on
health among Turkish women. Contrary to our expectations, we find evidence of an adverse
effect of education on self­reported physical health, experiencing severe or extreme pain, and
on mental health issues associated with depression. We argue that this finding may reflect
greater awareness of symptoms of mental health problems among educated women, as well
as an aspiration deficit among urban, married and not employed women who have invested in
education but fail to realize a return on it.

Info:
https://ios­regensburg­de.zoom.us/j/82937855635

Lunch Seminar
Aleksandr Alekseev (University of Regensburg)

“The Economics of Babysitting a Robot”

I study the welfare effect of automation on workers in a setting where technology is comple­
mentary but imperfect. Using a modified task­based framework, I argue that imperfect comple­
mentary automation can impose non­pecuniary costs on workers via a behavioral channel. The
theoretical model suggests that a critical factor determining the welfare effect of imperfect com­
plementary automation is the automatability of the production process. I confirm the model’s
predictions in an experiment that elicits subjects’ revealed preference for automation. Increasing
automatability leads to a significant increase in the demand for automation. I explore additional
drivers of the demand for automation using machine learning analysis and textual analysis of
choice reasons. The analysis reveals that task enjoyment, performance, and cognitive flexibility
are the most important predictors of subjects’ choices. There is significant heterogeneity in how
subjects evaluate imperfect complementary automation. I discuss the implications of my results
for workers’ welfare, technology adoption, and inequality.

Info:
in person



Economic and Social History Seminar
Gunnar Take (Regensburg)

“Krisenherd, Kolonie oder Erfolgsgeschichte des Kaiserreichs? Die Wirtschafts­ und
Sozialpolitik in Elsaß­Lothringen”

Die Bewertung der deutschen Politik im „staatsrechtlichen Notbehelf“ Elsaß­Lothringen blieb vom
Erwerb 1871 bis zum Ersten Weltkrieg hochumstritten. Auch die historische Forschung kommt zu
divergierenden Urteilen. Zu H.­U. Wehlers Sicht auf das Reichsland als Krisenherd Nr. 1 sind jün­
gere Forschungen hinzugetreten, die koloniale Praktiken hervorheben oder innovative sozialpoli­
tische und verfassungsrechtliche Potentiale betonen. Den vorwiegend politikhistorischen Betrach­
tungen stellt dieser Vortrag eine Geschichte der Wirtschafts­ und Sozialpolitik in Elsaß­Lothringen
gegenüber. Behandelt werden unter anderem die Entwicklung des Lebensstandards, die Reich­
weite der Gesundheitspolitik und Epidemiebekämpfung sowie die zu einseitig formulierte alte
These der „negativen Integration“ der Arbeiterbewegung ins Reich. Angestrebt wird eine differen­
zierte Betrachtung, in welchen Bereichen die rekonstruierbaren Verbesserungen der Lebensver­
hältnisse der Elsaß­LothringerInnen und Fortschritte in der Integration trotz oder wegen in Berlin
getroffener politischer Entscheidungen geschahen.

Info:
https://uni­mannheim.zoom.us/j/9840371383?pwd=M0ltYlRrN1Z3ekdHeGMyRG05anZYUT09
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