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CALENDAR

Departmental Seminar Mon, Dec 6
Zainab Iftikhar (Goethe Universitat Frankfurt) 16:00 - 17:30

“Spatial Inequality, Poverty and Informality in the Democratic Zoom-Meeting

Republic of the Congo”

I0S Seminar Tue, Dec 7
Daniel Meierrieks (WZB) 14:00 - 15:30

“Terrorism and Corruption” Zoom-Meeting

Economic and Social History Seminar Wed, Dec 8
Felix Selgert (Bonn) 17:15-19:30

“Rekonstruktion eines Konjunkturindexes aus preuBischen Zoom-Meeting

Immediatzeitungsberichten fir das frihe 19. Jahrhundert?”




ABSTRACTS AND FURTHER INFORMATION

Departmental Seminar
Zainab Iftikhar (Goethe Universitat Frankfurt)

“Spatial Inequality, Poverty and Informality in the Democratic Republic of the Congo”

Joint Work with D. Ibale, F. Docquier

We build a two-sector model with labor market frictions to explain income disparities be-
tween provinces, sectors (formal vs. informal) and skill groups (low vs. high skilled) in the
Democratic Republic of the Congo. We parameterize the model by matching income and
employment patterns and conduct a set of counterfactual “policy” experiments to analyze the
role of technologies, human capital, infrastructure and labor market frictions in explaining spatial
and within-province inequalities.We first quantify the high level of complementarity between
policies and identify O-Ring inequality patterns. Second, we show that spatial inequalities are
mostly determined by technological disparities. Third, we find that a development policy that
disregards the informal sector has low or even detrimental effects on inequality. In particular,
policies targeting education, labor market frictions, or public infrastructure in isolation have little
effects as they mostly impact productivity in the formal sector, and reduce the skill ratio and
productivity in informality, where many unskilled workers are trapped.

Info:
https://uni-regensburg.zoom.us/j/92822525842?pwd=YTdPY2I1RHIGK2NjSitxOEpYbU5Edz09

IOS Seminar
Daniel Meierrieks (WZB)

“Terrorism and Corruption”

We study the impact of terrorism on the emergence of terrorism for a sample of 174 countries
between 1970 and 2018. We leverage variation in corruption in neighboring countries to provide
causal estimates of the impact of corruption on terrorism. We find that higher levels of corrup-
tion result in increased terrorist activity. .This main result is robust to a variety of empirical
modifications, including various ways in which we probe the validity of our instrumental-variable
approach. Our main finding of a terror-augmenting effect of corruption is consistent with earlier
theoretical and empirical contributions that stress the adverse role of corruption in magnifying
economic and political grievances and undermining counter-terrorism capacity.

Info:
https://ios-regensburg-de.zoom.us/j/88489173583



Economic and Social History Seminar
Felix Selgert (Bonn)

“Rekonstruktion eines Konjunkturindexes aus preuBischen Immediatzeitungsberichten
fir das frihe 19. Jahrhundert?”

Der Vortag lotet die Méglichkeiten und Grenzen digitaler Methoden der Textverarbeitung und
Textanalyse aus. Insbesondere das Topic-Modelling erfreut sich seit kurzem immer gréBerer
Beliebtheit in der Geschichtswissenschaft. Voraussetzung hierfiir sind groBe Textmengen, die
zielfihrend strukturiert sein missen. Bisher werden flr digitale Textanalysen hauptsachlich wis-
senschaftliche Zeitschriften, Zeitungen und leicht digitalisierbare Druckerzeugnisse aus dem 20.
Jahrhundert herangezogen. Inwiefern diese Methoden forschungsbereichernd auf die groBen
Textmengen angewandt werden kann, die das 19. Jahrhundert produziert hat, ist bis jetzt noch
unklar. In dem vorgestellten Projekt wird ein solcher Versuch unternommen. Dazu werden
die monatlichen Berichte der Regierungsprasidenten der Rheinprovinz an den preuBischen Kdnig
zundchst halbautomatisch transkribiert, strukturell aufbereitet und dann mittels digitaler textan-
alytischer Methoden analysiert. Eine spannende Option ist die Erstellung eines Konjunkturindika-
tors mittels eines Topic-Models oder einer Sentimentanalyse.

Info:
https://uni-mannheim.zoom.us/j/9840371383?pwd=MOItYIRrN1Z3ekdHeGMyRG05anZYUT09



CONFERENCES, PRESENTATIONS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Helena Fornwagners paper ”“Climate action for (my) children.” (joint work with
O. Hauser) was published in Environmental and Resource Economics, see below:
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10640-021-00620-7.
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