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ABSTRACTS: 
 

Economic and Social History Seminar  
Peer Vries 
Japan and the Great Divergence 

Abstract: I currently write a book on Japan and the Great Divergence. It covers the period 1603-1937 and 
discusses four themes: the role of resources in the country’s economic development; the question 
whether the country had a capitalist market economy; the role of the state in its take-off, and the 
question whether Japan’s industrialization was characterized by a high level of labour intensity and was 
fundamentally distinct from industrialization in the Western world that would have been more capital-, 
energy- and technology intensive. I will discuss this fourth theme and claim that labour-intensive 
industrialization is a concept too many. 
 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE: 
�

A PhD seminar organized by the "Leadership Group" will take place in Regensburg on Wednesday, June 
14. The seminar starts at 9am and ends at 4:30pm. The seminar's venue is "Haus Hinter der Grieb 9". All 
interested are welcome. Detailed information on the seminar's schedule can be found below. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We gratefully acknowledge financial support of the  
Departmental Seminar by the Regensburger  
Universitätsstiftung Hans Vielberth. 

RegensburgEconNews 
Newsletter of the Institute of Economics and Econometrics, 
University of Regensburg 
 
To subscribe to / unsubscribe from this newsletter, 
please go to https://www-mailman.uni-regensburg.de/ 
mailman/listinfo/regensburgeconnews or send an 
email to econ.news@ur.de 
 
Editorial deadline for Newsletter No. 2017-12: 
Wednesday, June 07  – 11 pm 
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